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Plastic SCM supports and integrates with any working methodology (agile, RUP, cascade)
that a company uses for its development. Visual SourceSafe is a Microsoft Corp. tool which
provides simple version control for teams with limited process needs, but it does not provide
real parallel development.
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The idea of what a version control can achieve is usually limited by what more known tools
can. It is usual to see how some systems advise against branching and merging usage, this
is because these systems are not designed to effectively manage these operations, imposing
severe restrictions. Plastic SCM offers a completely new mechanism for parallel
development, opposed to SourceSafe limitations.

Plastic”s Branch Inheritance technology provides different tools on diverse levels which
improve branching and merging usage, so the developer can be sure that his changes are
totally under control and his work will not interfere with the work done by other members of
the team.

In order to provide parallel development, Plastic SCM is able to use “branch per task”
pattern, on which developers work from a stable code base on their daily tasks, each on a
different branch, and they do not interfere with each other, as shown on the following figure:
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Figure 1: Branch per task pattern



Every developer checks in his changes on his branch (which
view). Whenever a baseline is created, to be taken as a new
starting point, it includes those tasks into main line. Plastic
SCM eases merging to a great extent, identifying which files
and folders need to be merged (the ones that have changed),
and merging this changes automatically in most cases.

Figure 1: Example of files to be merged

Merging is not automatic whenever two developers have
touched the same line of code, and the system shows a
merge dialog with the different options available:
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Figure 2: Merge tool

Branches only contain the items which have been modified in each of them and the rest of
the files will be inherited from its parent branch, so the system supports the creation of a
great number of branches as it is a fast and easy operation. Thanks to a common ancestor
calculation system, the merge process guarantees that whenever a conflict is raised, it must
be manually solved. This decreases significantly the time needed for merging.

You can see the evolution of a single item separately, as well as its relations between

branches, through the 3D version tree:
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Figure 3: A file’s 3D version tree

Last but not least, Plastic’s branch explorer provides a global vision of the project. The user
can check which tasks have been merged into the main line and when and also whether a

release given to a client includes a certain task or not.
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Figure 4: Branch explorer

Due to these features Plastic provides developers a basic improvement compared to

SourceSafe: a great increase on your productivity!

Plastic SCM provides a SourceSafe importer which assures an easy and fast transition.




Plastic SCM provides integration with the following IDES:
e Visual Studio 2005, 2003, 6.0

e Eclipse 3.x
e Oracle JDeveloper 10
e Borland C++ Builder (with SourceConnection)

e Borland Delphi (with SourceConnection)
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